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Bright Was the Dawn 


By Dorothy Conant Stroud 
ARK was the night the Saviour lay 
There in the silent tomb; 
Bright was the dawn that saw Him rise 
From death’s enshrouding gloom. 


Thus, in our hearts, transformed through 


grace, 
A miracle is born; 
We live anew through Him who rose 
On that first Easter morn. 


Shackles of sin and death no more 
Can hold our souls in chains; 

Our Lord hath conquered death for us, 
The King forever reigns! 


Behold the Fowls 


One of the astounding miracles in 
the natural world is the migration of 
birds. These pilgrims of the sky cover 
thousands of miles over land and water 
each spring and fall without compass, 
map, or radar, yet they fly unerringly 
to and from their winter quarters and 
their nesting grounds. The ornitholo- 
gists have sought diligently for the rea- 
sons for the mass flights and for: the 
principles that guide the birds, and have 
advanced a few explanations which are 
not entirely convincing. The simplest 
solution of the problem is that they 
travel by God-given instincts and 
Powers of observation far surpassing 
man’s. For those who watch and listen, 
the spring and fall migrations are 





always fascinating, and it is surprising 
how many interesting things even a sub- 
urbanite can see and hear if he is alert. 
On the morning of March 24 in a driv- 
ing northeast snowstorm not far from 
Philadelphia a flock of about sixty Can- 
ada geese was observed flying toward 
the South Jersey shore. Their coming 
was heralded through the clouds and 
snow by their weird honking and dog- 
like yapping, and at first they were in 
the conventional formation of a very 
wide V, making almost a right angle. 
Flying at an altitude of perhaps four 
hundred feet,.they were visible for a 
short space through the flying snow- 
flakes, and it was thrilling to see them 
steadily beating their way through the 
storm. Their flight spoke of courage, 
endurance, determination, relentless pur- 
suit of a goal, and complete indifference 
to hindering circumstances. They were 
willing, too, to follow a leader and keep 
in formation perhaps to relieve the strain 
of air resistance on each individual, so 
that they literally clove the atmosphere 
in a flying wedge. As the observer 
watched arid listened, he wondered 
whether their strange gabbling meant 


~ 


something, whether some were com- 
plaining about the hardness of the way, 
whether others were saying they must 
keep on to that marshy bay or thorough- 
fare just sixty miles farther. (They 
could easily cover the distance in an 
hour and a half.) And the watcher was 
made’ mindful again, as often before, of 
God’s marvelous care of the birds and 
of His skill in guiding them through the 
pathless sky. Every child of God is of 
more. value than a flock of twittering, 
quarrelsome English sparrows or a flight 
of geese moving on mighty wings, and 
he cafi expect his Heavenly Father to 
feed, clothe, and guide him as surely as 
He does the birds. And many lessons 
may be learned from their obedience— 
whether conscious or not—to God’s laws. 
Bird watching is a pleasant and inex- 
pensive hobby, which may be enjoyed 
any time, any where; but it is more than 
that, for the birds are used in Scripture 
to illustrate spiritua] truth, and the Lord 
Jesus said, “Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they?” (Matt. 6:26.) 


IV. From Suffering to Singing 


‘ One of a series of six articles on the Psalms by J. M. Murray 


of Psalms 73 to 83. There is a 

minor-key similarity to these 
Psalms which may reasonably confirm 
this. designation of authorship. The dif- 
ferent personalities of the psalmists are 
reflected in their writings. Asaph wrote 
in the vein of a man whose outlook on 
life is habitually sober and serious. The 
fruit clusters in his Psalms seem to have 
ripened mostly in the shades of sorrow. 
This God-fearing Hebrew patriot and in- 
tercessor suffered much in his soul over 


A SAPH was, reputedly, the author 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“I will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely: for mine an- 
ger is turned away from him” 
(Hos. 14:4). 




















the national backslidings of Israel, Like 
Moses, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, and such 
men who yielded themselves “to stand 
in the gap” (Ezek. 22:30), Asaph ap- 
pears to have made the sins and sor- 
rows of the nation his very own. 
ASAPH’s EXPERIENCE OF SUFFERING 
He plunges abruptly into his subject. 
“I cried unto God with my voice” (Psa. 
77:1)1 His grief does not wait upon 
ceremony. It bursts through conven- 
tional barriers—to get to God and His 
consolation. But the desired relief from 
sharp sorrow was not immediately 
gained: The early sentences of this 


Psalm quiver with the painful reflexes 
that fluctuating faith inflicts upon his 
soul, 

The occasion of his sorrow is not spe- 
cifically defined. He called it “the day 
of my trouble,” but ignored any refer- 
ence to the actual circumstances. He 
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had pain enough to make him cry. Now 
sharp sorrow moves most people to cry. 
But it can stop there. Not so with 
Asaph. He cried “unto God” and em- 
phasized it with a repetition that is not 
repetitious to grief, the phrase “with my 
voice” escaping his lips twice in verse 1. 
Did not God intend that the psalmist’s 
grief, tears, and cries be objective in 
purpose and effect? If the tears caused 
by sorrow are subjective only in effect, 
eddying around in the soul like destruc- 
tive floodwaters which surge and sweep 
with no planned direction, such tears 
may easily turn to bitterness and de- 
struction of spiritual interests, 


Our Lord Jesus Christ surely taught 
us that the objective purpose of cries 
and tears is, through prayer, to gain 
audience with the Heavenly Father. 
“With strong crying and tears” (Heb. 
5:7), He offered up prayers (behold our 
great High Priest!), and “was heard.” 
So it was with Asaph. He “cried unto 
God” (v. 1); he “sought the Lord” (v. 
2). He “remembered God” (v. 3). But 
he and we are not like our great High 
Priest, “holy, harmless, undefiled, sep- 
arate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26). Our 
prayers are not always, as were His, free 
from self-pity. The Holy Spirit records 
some of the paih-revealing sentences 
which broke from Asaph on this occasion 
which he named “the day of my 
trouble.” 

The actual cause or origin of his sor- 
row is not clear. But its edge and sharp- 
ness appear to have been honed and 
whetted by the presence of unbelief and 
self-pity in his soul. He frankly stated 
that his “soul refused to be comforted” 
(v. 2). Then he admitted that he “re- 
membered God, and was troubled” (v. 
3). A third time the acknowledged a 
state of mind, a condition of spirit which 
is completely absent when the heart and 
mind are stayed upon God in restful 
trust, namely, “I complained, and my 
spirit was overwhelmed” (v. 3). 

Whereas the occasion of his trouble 
put him in touch with God in three 
ways, by his crying unto Him, by seek- 
ing Him, and by remembering Him, even 
so his expressed diffidence and self-pity 
erected three barriers, already indicated, 
to keep him in a state of tormenting doubt 
and distress, These tossings and fluctu- 
ations of faith which the psalmist suf- 
fered in this hour of trial could make 
one think of the churning waters at the 
bottom of a waterfall. Here and there 
on the fringes of the seething, frething 
disturbance are little pools where some 
quiet has settled. But in the rocky cen- 
ter where the torrent is still tumbling 
everything seems utterly confused. One 
has to look closely or further away from 
the plunging cataract to see that the 
waters are moving in the direction of 
a quietening, deepening, broadening river. 
But as yet Asaph was so swamped, 
so baffled, so distraught that he had, as 
narrated in verse 4, neither the relief of 
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sleep for his eyes nor the escape valve 
of speech for pent-up emotions, in his 
tongue. 

How did Asaph break out of Doubt- 
ting Castle, and away from his cruel 
“host” and “hostess,” Giant Despair and 
Wife Diffidence? (Shades of John Bun- 
yan indeed, except that Bunyan was the 
free “prisoner of the Lord”). 

The first nine verses of our Psalm re- 
veal a fight, a sore, agonizing conflict, 
a ding-dong battle, tossings, groanings, 
and sinkings in the mire of questions 
about God’s faithfulness. The question 
marks of doubt tore Asaph’s soul like 
sharp hooks. But it is still the picture 
of a fight and not the picture of a man 
who, to use pugilistic parlance, has 
“thrown in the sponge.” 

Indeed he begins with a specific mo- 
tion of faith, “I cried unto God” (v. 1). 
The other movements of faith are seen 








A Series on Barth 


EXT week THE SunDAy ScHOOL 

Times begins four articles on Karl 
Barth and’ his teaching by Kenneth S. 
Kantzer, Ph.D., associate professor of 
Theology and chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Bible Philosophy at Wheaton 
College. Dr. Kantzer has studied Barth’s 
writings and has personally attended his 
lectures in Europe. He will discuss: 

I. Who Is Karl Barth?—A brief review 
of his background and education, and 
the secret of his success. 

II. What Is Barthianism?—Dr. Kant- 
zer explains Barth’s “paradoxical method 
of arriving at truth and of:expressing 
the truth ... the root cause for most of 
the contemporary misunderstanding of 
what constitutes Barthianism.” 

III. The Doctrines of. Karl Barth.—Dr. 
Kantzer applies two touchstones to Karl 
Barth’s theology: “What think ye of 





Christ?” “What must I do to be saved?” 


IV. Orthodoxy Faces Neo-Orthodoxy. 
—Can Neo-Orthodoxy be met by the same 
methods as Modernism, or is it something 
new? Dr. Kantzer shows that it has 
many new elements and declares that 
“every evangelical ought to be op- 
posed to Neo-Orthodoxy on two different 
grounds.” 

These four articles will run through 
the month of May and are of vital inter- 
est to ministers, Bible teachers, and Sun- 
day schoo] teachers. An 18-week sub- 
scription, for $1 in the U.S.A. or $1.10 
in Canada (U.S.A. dollars), if sent im- 
mediately and with a request for the 
Barth series, will bring these articles 
and many other good features, For three 
such subscriptions, the sender will re- 
ceive, free of additiona] cost, a copy of 
Edgar Ainslie’s book on Revelation, “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” Send all sub- 
scriptions at once to the Sunday School 
Times Comipany, 325 North 13th St., Phil- 
adelphia 5. 


. 
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as the battle surges back and forth: “I 
sought the Lord”; “my hand was 
stretched out in the night” (v. 2b, 
A.S.V.); “I have considered the days of 
old”; “I call to remembrance my song 
in the night”; “I commune with mine 
own heart”; “my spirit made diligent 
search.” Asaph went to work with his 
memory! He set up a court of inquiry 
to thresh out this whole matter with 
his doubting and dejected soul. He put 
six sweeping questions to himself (vs. 
7-9). Those questions might seem to 
prosecute God. Actually Asaph was 
prosecuting himself as the result shows. 
The devastating spiritual logic of those 
questions completely vindicated, to his 
own doubting heart, the flawless faith- 
fulness of Jehovah, his covenant God. 
The prosecution is complete. The char- 
acter of God is once more cleared. Then 
who is guilty? Let Asaph declare it! 
“This is my infirmity!” The A.S.V. mar- 
gihal rendering of verse 10a is sugges- 
tive here: “that the right hand of the 
Most High doth change.” In other words, 
“Only my weakness of faith could ever 
suggest that the God with whom there 
is no variableness could ever change.” 
And so, by the sanctified use of mem- 
ory, the pgalmist passed from suffer- 
ing to singing. 
THe AFTERMATH OF SINGING 

Memory seems to be the link between 
the two portions, But it is in a differ- 
ent atmosphere now because of a good 
conscience and purified faith. No longer 
is the marvelous faculty of memory be- 
ing misused by such skeptical reason- 

(Continued on page 345) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Some Sequels 


A reader in Ohio says the writer of 
the poem “Step by Step,” which was 
mentioned in this column in the issue 
of March 17, was Frank J. Exley, D.D. 

The pastor of the First Church of the 
Brethren, Quakertown, Pa., writes that 
J. Benton Rhodes, named in the article 
about the decoration conferred on Abe 
Van der Puy by the Ecuadorian Govern- 
ment, is not a member of the United 
Brethren Mission, but a missionary of 
the Church of the Brethren, with head- 
quarters at Elgin, Ill. The Editor and 
his wife, with their daughter Betty and 
her husband, Jim Elliot, had the privilege 
of visiting Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes in the 
spring of 1955 at their home in Calderon, 
Ecuador. 

A California reader writes that Mrs. 
Helen Frazee-Bower, writer of poetry 
in the Trmwes who was injured by a car 
(mentioned in the Times, Jan, 7), is 
improving slowly but is still in pain and 
needs prayer. She is in the California 
Rehabilitation Institute, Pico and Ocean 
Front, Santa Monica, Calif. 
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TIDWELL BIBLE LISRA! 
(3) 343 


IV. The Significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls 


How they support the text we have 





dealt with some of the broader as- 

pects of the Dead Sea Scrolls as well 
as with the details that are significant 
for the student of the Bible. Now we 
shall summarize some of their main sig- 
nificances. 


1. Light on the Biblical Text. The 
Dead Sea Scrolls have given us one com- 
plete text of Isaiah and another one con- 
taining sizable portions (that of the 
Hebrew University), both one thousand 
years older than the texts on which our 
translations of the last several hundred 
years have been based. Not only these 
sizable manuscripts, but dozens of 
fragments of practically every Old Tes- 
tament Book have been found, and they 
all combine to show that the Biblical 
text has come down to us virtually as 
it was given. A study of the various 
manuscripts and manuscript fragments 
helps us to arrive at what was basically 
the original text. ‘ 


2, Light on Variations in the Biblical 
Text. The variations that do exist be- 
tween these two ancient Isaiah manu- 
scripts and the later manuscripts of the 
Middle Ages include no “major addition 
or omission.” Professor Millar Burrows 
of Yale University categorically states 
that it “confirms the authenticity of the 
Masoretic Text.”1 The dozens of frag- 
ments from Cave 4 and other caves give 
us further light on most of the Old Tes- 
tament books. Just one _ illustration: 
In Deuteronomy 32:8 we read, “When 
he [God] separated the sons of Adam, 
he set the bounds of the people accord- 
ing to the number of the children of 
Israel.” Scholars have suspected for a 
long time on the basis of the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament (the 
Septuagint) that originally the verse 
was different by one word, and that the 
last phrase read, instead of “children 
of Israel,” “children of God.” From 
Cave 4 came a fragment containing Deu- 
teronomy 32:8, and it read “children of 
God,” adding weight to the manuscripts 
which do read that way. No such dis- 
covery changes any vital truth of Scrip- 


I: OUR last three articles we have 


’ ture, but such discoveries do help us to 


get back, through careful textual study, 
to what is virtually the original text in 
its most; minute details. 


3. Significance of Dead Sea Scrolls for 
Biblical Translation. The variations 
that do exist between the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and manuscripts known for a 
long time have not materially changed 
the translations that we have had for a 
long time. Actually only thirteen read- 


1Millar Burrows, “The Dead Sea Scrolls” 
(New York: Viking Press, 1955), p. 314. 


This is the concluding article in the 
series by Dr. Free, Archaeological 
Editor of The Sunday School Times 
and Chairman of the Department’ 
of Archaeology, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill. Dr. Free is in Pales- 
tine now, and will continue his 
excavations at Dothan. 





ings in the whole of the sixty-six chap- 
ters of Isaiah were adopted by the R.S.V. 
committee on the basis of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. This would represent approxi- 
mately one word or phrase for every five 
chapters in Isaiah. Most of them make 
no real difference in the sense or mean- 
ing, and Professor Burrows, acknowl- 
edges that he fells now that even some 
of these thirteen were a mistake.2 


4. Light on the Religious Vocabulary 
of New Testament Times. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls give us the religious vocabu- 
lary of the first century B.C. and the 
first century A.D. In this aspect they 
will be helpful in New Testament Bib- 
lical studies. 


5. Light on the Religious Background 
of New Testament Times. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls give us light on the Qumran 
sect of Covenanters, of whom we pre- 
viously knew very little. In this way 
it helps us understand another phase of 
the religious background of the time of 
Christ, and to realize that there were 
other groups besides the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees in ancient Judaism. 


6. Light on Messianic Expectations in 
the New Testament Period. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls show that there were those 
who were looking for the Messiah, 
among various religious groups, as the 
New Testament indicates in the instance 
of Simeon aad Anna (Luke 2:25, 26, 
36-39). However, to make the Messianic 
implications in the Dead Sea Scrolls the 
source of the New Testament idea is 
to ignore the revelation of the Old Testa- 
ment. The writers of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls drew on the Old Testament, just 
as the New Testament writers knew of 
and reflected in their writings the proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament. 


7. The Dead Sea Scrolls as a Source 
for the New Testament. It is true that 
there are certain parallels of thought 
between some of the Dead Sea Scroll 
material and the New Testament. This 
has been effectively pointed out by a 
number of writers, including Miss Lu- 
cetta Mowry of Wellesly College, in an 
article on “The Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Gospel’ of John.”3 However, some of 





2 Ibid., p. 319. 
8 Biblical Archaeologist, Dec., 1954. 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


the parallels are superficial, some are 
due to the common background of the 
¢ Old Testament in both cases, and at many 
points John is actually in direct conflict 
with the Covenanters of \Qumran and 
their Essene type of religion. As Miss 
Mowry points out, John found himself 
in conflict with such “a group maintain- 
ing the value of strict adherence to the 
proper celebration of feasts, rites, and 
ceremonies, the Law as a means of sal- 
vation, and the teacher as an instrument 
to proclaim a higher righteousness. . .” 4 


8. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Words 
of Christ. Certain parallels between the 
words of Christ and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls have been noted by some writers, 
Burrows refers in this connection to 
such phrases as “the sons of light.” But 
Burrows adds, “Parallels between the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and the sayings of 
Jesus concerning the future have been 
noted, but there the differences are even 
more striking.” 5 


9. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Life 
and Work of Christ. Dupont-Sommer has 
set forth the idea that the “teacher of 
righteousness” of the Habakkuk Com- 
mentary was believed to be God's elect, 
the Messiah, and that his followers ex- 
pected him to return and judge the 
world. As we saw in our first article, 
the term “elect” refers to the community 
of people in the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
not to the teacher of righteousness. And 
as Burrows has pointed out, the asser- 
tion that the teacher of righteousness 
was expected to return and judge the 
world depends on questionable inter- 
pretations of passages in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Miss Mowry points out that 
Jesus as a teacher “makes no attempt to 
become a brilliant “interpreter of the 
Mosaic Law as was the teacher of right- 
eousness of the Essene sect.” 7 

10. The Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Evangelical View of the Scriptures. Is 
the evangelical view of the Bible that 
it is the Word of God and that it is 
uniquely inspired actually challenged by 
the material in the Dead Sea Scrolls? 
Not at all. This was brought out forcibly 
in the .review of a book on the Dead 
Sea Scrolls by Edmund Wilson (“The 
Scrolls from the Dead Sea”). . Profes- 
sor W. F. Albright of the Johns Hopkins 
University, outstanding specialist in 
Near Eastern studies, reviewed Wilson’s 
book in the New York Herald Tribune 
Book Review section,8 and concluded 





* Burrows, op. cit., p. 331. 

SIbid., p. 331. 

*Tbid., p. 330. 

7Op. cit., Biblical Archaeologist, p. 96. 

8My attention was drawn to this review 
through the kindness of Professor William 
Paul of Shelton College. 
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his review by saying: “Mr. Wilson’s 
impression (presumably gained from Du- 
pont-Sommer) that theologians are not 
inclined to accept the new evidence be- 
cause of dogmatic scruples is question- 
able. The reviewer [i.e., Albright] 
doubts whether any conservative the- 
ologian is in the least apprehensive as 
to what the Scrolls may bring forth, but 
he does know a number of liberals who 
are seriously worried about the fate of 
their pet hypotheses.” 


11. The Dead Sea Scrolls and Our 
Understanding of the Bible. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls are a help to the Bible stu- 
dent. They do not contradict or revolu- 
tionize the views held by Christians 
down through the years, but rather 
round out the picture and amplify it. 
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Burrows observes at the end of his book 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls, “I»must con- 
fess that after studying the Dead Sea 
Scrolls for seven years, I do not find 
my understanding of the New Testa- 
ment substantially affected .. .”9® 

In summary, the Dead Sea Scrolls give 
us light on the text of the Bible, show- 
ing that the text has come down to us 
substantially as it was originally writ- 
ten. They give us further light on the 
religious background of the New Tes- 
tament period, rounding out the picture 
that we are given in the New Testament. 
And with all of this light, nothing has 
come forth to revolutionize our study of 
the New Testament in any harmful way. 


JENIN, JORDAN. 


®Op. cit. 


VIII. Teacher Training With the Master Teacher 


When pupils push for primacy (Luke 14:7-14) 


HE situation. It is a feast, the same 

scene as in last week’s article. The 
feature that now gets Christ’s attention 
is the carefulness among the guests to 
select, each for himself, the honorable 
seats. Here are two matters for thought; 
the fellowship of the feast; and the strife 
for the first places. 

(a) What is a feast? What does it 
mean? Why are they provided? Why 
are they so popular? Look into this. 
Imagine’ the Saviour’s sentiments and 
engagements at a feast. Fancy His mo- 
tives in going. What would be His spirit 
and manner in such a place? Try to 
imagine what features would please 
Him; and at what behavior he would be 
grieved. Keep at this. What is a feast? 
Name the essentials. Surely they are 
two: food and fellowship. Now put 
some thought upon those two things. 
Think of food. Think of the nature of 
it, the need of it, the relish of it, the 
nurture by it. Then think of the fellow- 
ship, its freedom, its equality, its mutual 
respect, its partnership. And now mark 
narrowly how every one of these fea- 
tures of a feasting company of men point 
inevitably and unerringly to what is 
common, They share them all together. 
It is of the very essence of the very 
nature of a “feast” that all who gather 
there should share alike, : 

(b) But now study that push for pri- 
macy. Analyze it. It is an ugly factor 
in any feast. See what it does. It ex- 
iles instantly all full companionship. 
Divisions are traced out sharply. Fel- 
low feasters fall apart: Grades and 
ranks are set conspicuous. Emphasis is 
put on differences. The dignitaries swell. 
Inferiors' dwindle. Distinctions stare 
everywhere. And this at a “feast”! As 
though men’s tongues and palates dif- 
fered! And as though division helped 
on unison! 


By CLARK S. BEARDSLEE, D.D. 


(c) And now watch the workings. 
Distinctions at a feast! Look into this. 
See what emerges, when fellow feasters 
fall to fixing grades. These new and 
most ungainly arrivals will have to be 
given room: hypocrisy, arrogance, self- 
consciousness, swelling, scorn, aloofness, 
contempt—this on one side; and resent- 


ment, bitterness, dissent, anger, hate, 
sham phrases, false manners, empty 
praise, adulation, envy, jealousy, dis- 


* couragement, backbiting, on the other. 


More or less of these _ ill-mannered 
guests will surely enter and sit through 
any graded feast; and they will as surely 
sully the face of its finest joy. Such 
distinctions are cruel. They are a bit- 
ing affront. They kindle anger. They 
smite love in the very eye. And they 
are untrue. They give currency to coun- 


terfeits. Sterling coin they retire. They 
are gross. They rate things above per- 
sons. Jewels outshine virtues, 


And they are intolerably arrogant. They 
usurp the place of God. They assume 
the right to judge and fix man’s worth 
and lot. 

Such is the issue of the push for pri- 
macy at a feast. It corrodes character, 
and it banishes fellowship. Such is the 
nature of the situation. Do you agree? 

2. Christ’s teaching. 

(a) Observe that He handles the mat- 
ter directly. He inserts no analogy. And 
He fastens upon some one individual; 
note the singular “thou.” Probably He 
faced and addressed some person in par- 
ticular. He narrowed His remarks down 
to three men: the ambitious guest, some 
worthier guest, the host. He admonished 
of possible humiliation. He made the 
issue turn on worth. He advises lowli- 
ness. He pictures the honoy of advance- 
ment by the favor of the host, and the 
deep joy of its approbation by all the 
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guests. And finally He publishes a gen- 
eral law touching honor. 


(b) This teaching, set in the heart 
of a feast, merits your thought. It really 
embodies a philosophy. It sets in glaring 
contrast two traits: an ungracious self- 
esteem, and a_ kindhearted . lowliness, 
One prefers himself before all others; 
the other prefers all others before him- 
self.. Both are imagined seated in the 
highest place: one by his own sole vote 
and preference; the other by the invi- 
tation of the host and the unanimous 
welcome of the fellow guests. Get into 
this. Study the two foundations. See 
how scant and slender the support of the 
one. His dignity is based only on his 
own view, and his own sole vote. See 
how broad and sure the ground which 
the other holds. He has shown good will 
to all, referring all preference to them. 
This touches every man, and they in 
turn give cheerful preference to him. 
The man who disdains and denies the 
worth of all his fellows will find them 
all denying him congratulations and re- 
spect. The man who honestly seeks to 
enhance the honor of all will find his 
own worth acknowledged by all. The 
lowliest are the worthiest. The haughti- 
est are the emptiest. Cruel haste for 
primacy is sure to end in shame. Gen- 
tle heed of all one’s fellow guests isssure 
of supreme respect. All this is in the 
Master’s simple words. Do you doubt it? 
Then weigh again that word “chose” 
(v. 7), noting that it is the act of the 
guest; and that phrase “glory in the pres- 
ence of all” in verse 10; and Christ’s 
view of the inner quality of the man 
who voluntarily and genuinely “takes” 
the “lowest place” (v. 10). There is a 
profound wisdom hidden in those words, 
Be diligent till you surely find it. 

(c) But see how deftly it is done. It 
is all so concrete. You can see the swol. 
len dignity collapse. You can feel the 
warm approval, as the guests do defer- 
ence to the exemplar of a lowly, kindly 
love. And it is so quickly done. His 
words are few. But the task stands com- 
plete. And it is so wisely subtle. There 
is no self-placed dignitary but has the 
uneasy fear that his precious dignity 
may any moment be outranked. This 
lurking fear Christ vigorously goads. 
And it is all so strong. These eager 
guests picked their seats themselves. 
Each seems to deem his estimate and 
preference supreme. But the Master more 
than hints at the peril and foolhardiness 
of overriding their host. And then His 
words are so surcharged with character. 
Be sure you do not ignore or undervalue 
this. This peril is most subtle. It lurks 
at every turn. Test.it in verse 10. Are 
you sure your estimate of the man who 
volunteers to take the lowest seat agrees 
with Christ’s? Follow this up. Do 
scenes like this affect you as this scene 
“affected the Lord? Do you deeply be- 
lieve verse 11? 

And observe that this teaching is spon- 
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Lesson for May i3 


taneous. It came unasked. Suppose 
Christ had postponed these words until 
they were desired. Are men likely to 
seek or welcome such advice? 


3. The Master accosts the host. Read 
verses 12-14. Can you show that the 
principle here is identically the same 
with His counsel to the guest? It surely 
is. Are you able to work it out? This 
deserves your respect. It will help you 
to find the relation of substance and 
form in your teaching work. Here is 
the sum of the whole. Host and guest 
alike must show a strong and full good 
will. Their neighborly kindliness must 
be absolutely unhandicapped, uncalcu- 
lating, unselfish, and free. Then desert 
will attain to dignity, and dignity will 
be deserved, and this by the happy con- 
sent of all. Do you agree? 

4, Special studies. 

(a) How prone are men to duplicate 
this scene? Make a study here, in the 
presence of Christ, of a Christian 
teacher’s opportunity, duty, and task. 

(b) Christ points to honor. Note His 
word, “glory.” Do you suppose this goal 
lures you to your work as it lured your 
Lord? 

(c) See how Christ makes reference 
to the presence and judgment of the 
crowd. Take the measure here of those 
two words, “shame” (v. 9), “glory” (v. 
10). Do you sense how He uses this? 

(d) Do not overlook the Saviour’s 
mention here of “the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind.” What impulses 
were working here? Are they essential 
in any teacher following Christ? 

(To be continued) 


ye 
From Suffering to Singing 


(Continued from second page) 


ings and questionings as “Will the 
Lord?” “Doth His promise fail?” “Is 
He?” “Hath He... 2?” The dynamic 
determination of wrestling faith that 
brought the psalmist from suffering to 
singing, from questioning God to self- 
judgment, is employed now to provide 
fuel for the fires of praise and worship 
in adoring recollection of the works of 
God. The dynamic is revealed in verses 
ll and 12, “I will remember .. . I will 
Temember .. . I will meditate.” As Amy 
Carmichael so well put it, “We never 
glide into any act of faith.” 

The living faith that God, through 
grace, without any merit of works at all 
on his part, planted in the psalmist’s 
soul was a living principle (as always) 
with which Asaph willingly co-operated 
in order to glorify his Redeemer. He, 
like Job, could say, “I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth” (Job 19:25). The fuel 
is provided by memory recalling the 
works of the Lord and His wonders of 
old. No wonder the Devil tempted Asaph 
to. wonder if God had changed. But if 
He had not changed, then the same glo- 
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rious works and wonders could be re- 
peated. And God Himself has plainly 
declared, “I am the Lord, I change not” 
(Mal, 3:6). 

Verse 13 is significant: “Thy way, O 
God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great 
a God as our God?” It sounds like a 
discovery or, shall we say, a rediscovery. 
Over in Psalm 73:17 this psalmist refers 
to the sanctuary in recording the facts 
of a previous sharp trial of his faith. 
He testified there that it was not until 
he went “into the sanctuary” that his 
reasonings of unbelief over the pros- 
perity of sinners were cleared up. 
“Through faith” he understood (cf. Heb. 
11:3). Anselm, the devout medieval 
thinker and theologian, one who was of 
great mental capacity, said, “I believe 








“Praise Ye the Lord” 


By Jonathan Beansifter 
1 Corinthians 3:9 


HE little birds are at their work 
While I sit on the porch. 
They sing God's praises all day long 
Within their leafy church. 


The bugs and worms crawl out by day 
To meet the warmth of spring. 

And some fulfill their mission when 
They feed the birds that sing. 


The birds will later cease their song, 
But it is not to shirk, 

For when they feed their little birds, 
They praise the Lord with work. 


Though I am old and cannot work, 
I make these simple rhymes, 
For everyone can serve the Lord 

In many ways and times. 


If God when He wants butterflies 
Will make them out of worms, 

He surely has some use for me, 
And so His Word affirms. 








in order to understand.” So, in the 
secret place of communion with God, 
Asaph saw not only that the more pros- 
perous and proud the sinner is the closer 
he is to destruction; but he also saw 
God as the One who really does wonders 
of redemption for His people. The vivid- 
ness of his language in describing how 
God used the forces of nature to serve 
Him in delivering His people suggests 
that Asaph was seéing it all as though 
he had been present at the Red Sea 
crossing, or similar mighty deliverances. 
Asaph was in the presence of l’Eternel, 
as the French Bible designates the true 
God! 

And did not Asaph learn, as a fitting 
conclusion, a precious lesson which he 
describes in verse 19? Was this not a 
second rediscovery? “Thy way is in the 
sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
and thy footsteps are not known.” The 


crossing of the Red Sea was not in- 
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tended to cause Israel to crave for more 
signs and wonders. Rather it was, 
surely, for the people to learn that the 
God who could do that once, could be 
believed at any time without signs and 
wonders! And so the Psalm closes, not 
with mountains melting like wax, seas 
parting, thunder crashing, and light- 
ning flashing, but just with this, “Thou 
leddest thy people like a flock by the 
hand of Moses and Aaron.” How art- 
less, how utterly simple is this conclu- 
sion. It savors of “the simplicity that is 
in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). The people 
were led in that unknown path “like a 
flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron,” 
Do you suppose that unbelief wondered 
that day where those two men were 
leading the people, between steep banks 
of WATER? Asaph saw that it was the 
great Shepherd Himself who was lead- 
ing and teaching His people to believe 
and obey Him—through the unspectac- 
ular process of being led in the obe- 
dience of faith by divinely appointed 
and anointed human leadership. 

Would this not serve to clinch afresh 
in the psalmist’s heart the all-time truth 
that “the just shall live by faith”? 


(To be continued) 
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On to Hawaii in the Fall 


N SUNDAY, September 30, the 

Christian Fellowship vacation tour 
party will be special guests at the Ka- 
waiahao church in Honolulu. This fine 
old Christian community Protestant 
church, built of stone and seating about 
1,500 people, has services in Hawaiian, with 
music which .is an inspiration to hear. 
After the sermon in Hawaiian, Pastor 
Edward Kahale will preach a short ser- 
mon in English. 

Wehe ana (organ prelude) and Mele 
Hoomaikai (the Doxology) commence 
the service. The congregation recites 
Ka Pule a Ka Haku (the Lord's Prayer). 
The bé@mediction is Pule Hookuu, and 
Himeni Hookuu (“God be with you”) is 
the closing hymn. Altogether, the Ha- 
waiian worship is very impressive and 
dignified, an experience always to be 
remembered. 


The results of missionary endeavor can 
be seen frequently. The very motto on 
the Hawaiian Royal Coat of Arms, Ua 
mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono, trans- 
lated into English, means, “The life of 
the land is in righteousness.” Many 
evangelical churches are to be found in 
the islands. As a matter of fact, the 
Christian Fellowship tour party has been 
invited to worship in the First Baptist 
Church in Honolulu, and, the Lord will- 
ing, the party will have opportunity to 
worship here on the following Sunday, 
October 7. 


Pineapples bring to the . Hawaiian 
Islands a great part of their present-day 


(Continued on page 355) 
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THIS HAPPY DAY 


Wedding Solo 
do GO. Menulay, D. De (Written for a friend on his wedding day) Seige Taner 
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The words of this solo were written by Dr. Macaulay for David M. Howard, who married Phyllis Gibson on July 1, 1950, in the 

Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. At Dr. Macaulay’s request, any' proceeds, above costs of printing and mailing, are to go to 

David and Phyllis, who are missionaries of the Latin America Mission in Costa Rica, Single sheet copies may be had for 25c 

each, or five for $1, postpaid; and may be ordered from Philip E, Howard, Jr,, 3 W. Maple Ave., Moorestown, N. J, Checks. | 
cash, or money orders are acceptable; please do not send stamps. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. MAY 13. PREACHING TO THE GENTILES 
Acts 9:32 to 11:18; printed text, 11:1-18 


Golden Text.—Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
tighteousness, is accepted with him.—Acts 10:34, 35 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 11:1 And the apostles and brethren that were in 
Judza heard that the Gentiles had also received the word 
of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that 
were of the circumcision contended with him, 

3 Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst 
eat with them. 

4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and 
expounded it by order unto them, saying, 

5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I 
saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great 
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came 
even to me: A 

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I consid- 
ered, and saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, 
and creeping things. and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying. unto me, Arise, Peter; slay 


11 And, behold, immediately there were three men already 
come unto the house where I was, sent from Czsarea unto me. 

12 And the Spirit bade me go“with them, nothing doubting. 
Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered 
into the man’s’ house: ' 

13 And he ghewed us how he had seen an angel in his 
house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, 
and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 

14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved. 

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, 
as on us at the beginning. 

16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he 
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

17 Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did 
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was 








and eat. 


8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean 
hath at any time entered into my mouth. 

9 But the voice answered me again from heaven, What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

10 And this was done three times: and all were drawn up 


again into heaven. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
Tre Caesareas are mentioned in the 

New Testament. There is Caesarea 

Philippi, north of the.Sea of Gali- 
lee, in the tetrarchy of Philip, whose 
wife Herod his brother stole. It was 
to the region of this Caesarea Philippi 
that our Lord went with His disciples 
on one of His retreats, and it was here 
that Peter made his great confession 
(Matt. 16:16). The other Caesarea was 
on the shore of the Mediterranean about 
midway between Joppa and Mount Car- 
mel. The Herods had a home here, and 
it was here, too, that Herod Antipas died 
a horrible death after he had killed 
James, the brother of John, and attempted 
to bring Petér to judgment (Acts 12:1-4). 
At Caesarea, also, Paul and his company 
landed on their way to Jerusalem, and 
here Agabus warned him of the impris- 
onment which awaited him in the Holy 
City (Acts 21:10, 11). Caesarea was:also 
the home of Philip (Acts 21:8), one of 
the seven appointed to the ministration 
of the church’s benevolences in Jeru- 
salem, but who developed into a noted 
evangelist. This was the Caesarea to 
which Peter was called from Joppa to 
minister the Word of life to a seeking 
soul, Cornelius, the Roman centurion. 





I, that I could withstand God? 


18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, 


and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 


granted repentance unto life. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


A centurion in the Roman army held 
rank somewhat equivalent to captain in 
the American army. Several of them 
are mentioned in the New Testament, 
and they are presented as men of high 
caliber. We think of the centurion of 
Capernaum who sought from Jesus the 
healing of his servant; the centurion 
who supervised the crucifixion of ‘our 
Lord, and who recognized the unique 
character and nature of the one cruci- 
fied; the centurion to whom was en- 
trusted the care of Paul on his journey 
to Rome, and who treated the apostle 
with such deference and respect. The 
centurion of our lesson well sustains the 
record of his fellow captains, but goes 
beyond them all in persona] allegiance 
to Jesus Christ. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 11:1—“And the apostles and 
brethren . . . heard that the Gentiles 
had also received the word of God.” To 
those Hebrew believers it really was 
startling news that the Gospel had been 
preached to and accepted by Gentiles. 
To some it may have been good ~-news, 
but to some it was utterly shocking. 
They had not been delivered from their 
exclusiveness. 

Verse 2.—“And . . . they that were of 
the circumcision contended with him.” 
The phrase, “they that were of the cir- 





cumcision,” indicates the stricter group, 
who ‘insisted that Gentiles must come by 
way of circumcision and obedience to 
the Law into the benefits of the Gospel. 

Verse 3.—“Thou wentest in to men un- 
circumcised, and didst eat with them.” 
See 10:28. Peter found himself in a hor- 
nets’ nest! 

Verse 4—“But Peter rehearsed .. . 
and expounded .. .” Here is the chief of 
the apostles having to answer for his 
conduct to the ordinary members of the 
church! 

Verse 5.—“I was ... praying ...I saw 
a vision ...a great sheet .. .” This was 
in the home of his namesake, Simon the 
tanner. His prayer room was the roof. 
He was hungry, but stayed at prayer 
while waiting for dinner (10:9, 10). The 
trance state was not unconsciousness, 
but rather superconsciousness. 

Verse 6.—“. . . fourfooted beasts ... 
wild beasts, and creeping things, and 
fowls .. .” A good representation of the 
various zoological categories! This was 
a vision, presented to his inward con- 
sciousness, 

Verse 7.—*. .. Arise, Peter; slay and 
eat.” His state of hunger was an ap- 
propriate occasion for this command. 

Verse 8.—“. . . Not so, Lord: for noth- 
ing common or unclean hath .. . entered 
into my mouth.” Here Peter is really 
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telling on himself! Was there ever a 
more contradictory statement than “Not 
so, Lord”? ,He is not Lord to whom you 
say “No.” Religious scruples were more 
to Peter at this point than obedience. 


Verse 9.—“. .. What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common.” This is the big 
point. What the Law marked. as un- 
clean (Lev. 11) was to be rejected, but 
when God sanctified them they were no 
longer in the category given them un- 
der the Law. 

Verse 10.—“And this was Wone three 
times . . .” God was making the truth 
very emphatic to Peter, for he was en- 
trenched in that prejudice from which 
God would deliver him. 

Verse 11.—“And, behold . . . three men 

. sent from Cesarea unto me.” The 
three men were two household servants 
and a soldier, sent by Cornelius the cen- 
turion of Caesarea at the command of 
the angel to call Peter (10:5-8). 


Verse 12.—“‘And the spirit bade me go 
with them . . ..these six brethren accom- 
panied me...” This was the applica- 
tion of the vision. Peter must have ex- 
pected that his going would be chal- 
lenged, so his taking six fellow believers 
with him as witnesses was a wise pre- 
caution. 


Verse 13.—“. . . he had seenanangel... 
Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, 
whose surname is Peter.” The experi- 
ence of Cornelius was God’s working 
at the other end of the line. God is 
never at cross purposes, but knows how 
to make things fit. 


Verse 14.—“Who shall tell the wards, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall 
be saved.” The word of salvation was 
with Peter. He came as God’s evange- 
list to a seeker who was conscious of 
his need. 

Verse 15.—“‘And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them...” The 
Holy Spirit does not need a complete 
sermon with which to do His work. 
When He breaks in, the sermon can stop. 
It was that “as on us at the beginning” 
that really shook Peter. Here was the 
“Gentile Pentecost.” 


Verse 16—“Then remembered 1... 
John indeed baptized with water; but 
ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost.” See Acts 1:5. Now Peter sees 
the extension of this promise to the Gen- 
tiles, 

Verse 17.—“. . . what was I, that I 
could withstand God?” This is firm 
ground. Jewish scruples (or Gentile 
scruples) cannot stand before the uni- 
versality of God. 

Verse 18.—“When they heard these 
things, they .. . glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.” They 
may find fault with Peter, but they must 
bow to the manifest work of God. Here 
was evidence that God, in Christ, was 
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Last ‘Week's Lesson 
6. May 6.—The Conversion of Saul. 
Acts 9:1-31 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. May 20.—The Church in Antioch. 
Acts 11:19 to 12:24 








gathering in the Gentiles. The wall of 
partition is broken down (Eph, 2:14). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is not surprising to find the apostles 
haled before Jewish and ‘Gentile courts 
to answer for their doctrine and prac- 
tice, for they were preaching the mes- 
Sage which challenged Jewish unbelief 
and Gentile paganism. It is. surprising, 
however, to find apostles taken to task 
by the church. Such was the situation 
in which Peter found himself. What 
had he done to be called on the carpet? 
He had acted’ in keeping with the last 
instructions given by the Lord before 
His ascension to Glory, “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8), for in taking the Gospel to the 
Roman centurion he was obeying the 
spirit of that injunction. Incidentally, he 
had not done it too willingly. The Lord 
had to deal with him in a unique fash- 
ion in order to overcome that Jewish 
exclusiveness which made him avoid all 
Gentile contact. It was no natural im- 
pulse, then, that sent him to the Gen- 
tile home, but definite leading which he 
could not mistake and dare not resist. 
Now the church in Jerusalem with its 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ERE was Peter lodging when he 
was Called to minister to Cornelius? 

2. What noted Christian had his home 
in Caesarea, where Cornelius lived? 

3. Can you think of any reason why 
Peter should have been sent for when 
there was a capable witness so close at 
hand? 

4. What chapter in the Old Testament 
gives the laws of clean and unclean 
animals? 

5. What was the general Jewish atti- 
tude toward going into Gentile homes? 

6. Was Cornelius saved before Peter 
went to see him? 

7. What token of the acceptance of the 
Gentiles did God give in the home of 
Cornelius? 

8. What contradictory speech did Peter 
make in connection with his vision on 
the roof? 

9. How was the news of the salvation 
of the Gentiles received in Jerusalem? 

10. On what later occasion did Peter 
recall this incident? , 


(Answers on page 353) 





April 28, 1956 


strong legal element calls him to answer 
for his “disgraceful” conduct in enter- 
ing a Gentile home and actually eating 
with Gentiles. How will Peter defend 
his action? 

He offers a threefold defense: a vision, 
a coincidence, and a demonstration. First 
he recounts the vision that God had 
given him on the roof of the home of 
Simon the tanner in Joppa, in which, by 
the illustration of animals reckoned un- 
clean under the Law, God taught him 
that what He sanctified was no more 
in the category of the unclean. This 
was a preparation for what followed. 

The second argument was a divinely 
ordered coincidence. For indeed it was 
a coincidence that Peter had only time 
to give himself to the contemplation of 
the vision when the servants of Cor- 
nelius arrived with the request that he 
go to Caesarea to the home of the cen- 


. turion. But it was a coincidence wrought 


by God Himself in order to loose Peter 
from his prejudices. Urged, then, by 
the voice of the Spirit, he accompanied 
those Gentiles to the Gentile home. 

The third argument had to do with 
the results of the visit. God Himself 
took over the proceedings, and before 
Peter was well along in his sermon he 
and his companions were witnessing a 
little Pentecost, a Gentile Pentecost. God 
gave such tokens of His acceptance of 
these believing Gentiles that Peter had 
no alternative but to give them the sign 
of Christian fellowship. Right there and 
then he baptized them. 

Peter had won his case. The church 
at Jerusalem was convinced. They as- 
knowledged the evidence that God had 
extended His mercy to the Gentiles. 
There was still a long way to go before 
Gentile believers were accorded full lib- 
erty with respect to Jewish ordinances 
and Jewish Law, but a beginning had 
been made, and although Peter himself 
vacillated at times, he was later to 
champion Gentile liberty by recalling this 
very incident when God chose by him to 
make the Gospel known in Gentile cir- 
cles (Acts 15:7-11). Here, then, was 
the beginning of a mighty movement. 
We are part of that movement. But 
the work is not yet done. There are 
yét other Gentiles to be reached. Are 
we doing our part? 

Outline of the Lesson 
1. Peter’s scruples (Acts 11:5-10) 


2. Peter’s obedience (vs. 11-14) 
3. Peter’s “conversion” (vs. 15-17) 


Topics for Development 

The Catholic Church. In the Apostles’ 
Creed, so widely used in Christendom, 
one statement declares: “I believe in 

. . the holy catholic church.” What 
do we mean by that? Of course, we 
do not mean the Roman Catholic Church, 
or the Greek Catholic Church; but when 
we recite the Creed we affirm that we 
believe in the universality of the church. 
We confess that the Gaspel belongs to 
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no group—racial, national, denomina- 
tional—but is intended for all. If we 
really mean what we recite we should 
be catholic in spirit and allow no bar- 
riers in the outreach of the Gospel nor 
in the fellowship of the saints. 


The Cross is the great leveler. In the 


city of Madras in India there is a chapel 
containing a strange cross. At each end 
of the crossbeam is the figure of a 
pierced hand: one is brown, the other 
white. The lesson is clear: 

In Christ there is no East or West, 

In Him no South or North, 

But one great fellowship of love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

—John Oxenham. 
Contrast. In face of what the world 

would call utter failure, and with the 
shadow of the coming cross falling heav- 
ily upon Him, our Lord said, “Even so, 
Father” (Matt. 11:26). Facing a clear 
and unequivocal command, Peter said, 
“Not so, Lord.” Here we have the dif- 
ference between the obedient Son and 
the willful servant. Which phrase is char- 
acteristic of us? “Even so, Father,” 
means perfect fellowship. “Not so, Lord,” 
means that we have not yet entered into 
the mind of the Lord. Indeed, it gives 
the lie to our calling Him Lord at all. 
Let us get rid of these contradictions, 
and enter the sphere of full trust and 
communion, 


Practical Applications 


We must learn to distinguish between 
religious scruples and the will of God, 
and, however severe the struggle, how- 
ever cherished the scruples, choose the 
will of God. 

Say “Not so,” or say “Lord,” but do not 
say “Not so, Lord.” The two are mutu- 
ally contradictory. The best is, “Even 
so, Lord.” See Matthew 7:21-23 and 
Luke 6:46, 


We are all “common or unclean” to 
begin with, but when God cleanses and 
sanctifies us in the blood of Jesus, we 
are made sons of God, and vessels unto 
honor. 

How do you spend your waiting time 
--waiting for dinner, for service to be- 
gin, for a friend to arrive? Is it wasted 
time, or do you occupy it profitably? 
Peter prayed. 


Golden Text 

Acts 10:34, 35.—“God is no respecter of 
persons . .. he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him.” Notice that the fearing comes be- 
fore the working, and the working is 
the fruit of the fearing. Moreover, fear- 
ing God is practically synonymous with 
believing. This verse by no means 
teaches salvation by works, but fits into 
the entire picture of grace. 

ELmMuurst, ILL. ° 
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"Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNs 
“Jesus, What a Friend of Sinners!” 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast made of one blood 
all nations of men, we thank Thee that 
for all men there is the one Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. We praise Thee 
that people of every tongue and tribe 
and nation wil] be found among the re- 
deemed in Glory. Show us afresh that 
Thou canst change worst sinners into 
best saints, and give us Thy compassion 
for the lost and perishing. May we never 
view any as common or unclean, or be- 
yond Thy power to save. Give repent- 
ance and saving faith to sinners; give 
healing to the sick or grace to bear their 
affliction if healing is not Thy will. Give 
revival to Thy Church here and every- 
where and prosper the sowing of Gos- 
pel. seed in many hearts. Forgive our 
sins, cleanse us within, keep us from 
falling, and lead us in all our going out 
and coming in, for Thy Son’s sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We are all like 
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Peter, inclined to say, “Not so, Lord,” 
when called to something from which we 
shrink. Yet we cannot call Him Lord 
and refuse to obey Him. Like Peter, 
we are sometimes faced with a call to 
help to Christ people from whom we 
prefer to turn aside. It may be that 
ne’er-do-well family down the street or 
that colored family we wish had never 
moved into our district. We want our 
Sunday schoo] to grow, but those folk 
wouldn’t fit in here! At the suggestion 
of inviting them we say, “Not so, Lord.” 
Or perhaps God is speaking about help- 
ing in that mission in the skid-row part 


and NONE DESPise: 


of town, but as we think of the bums 
and drunkards down there we say, “Not 
so, Lord.” Or, some young Christian per- 
son may hear the call to a heathen land, 
but the thought of the sights and the 
smells, the sin and the superstition, the 
hardships and the heartaches involved 
brings the reply, “Not so, Lord.” : 
There are people who seem “common 
and unclean” to us as the Gentiles did 
to the Jews in Peter’s time. But as 
followers of the Friend of sinners, who 
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behind Se cone THIS IS THE 
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came to seek and to save the lost, we 
should despise no one and despair of 
nene. Christ could make great Chris- 
tians out of very unlikely looking peo- 
ple if only He could get more of us to 
feel as He feels about the lost and the 
outcaste, the common and the unclean. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. . Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also received the word of God” 
(Acts 11:1).—The proper effect of that 
report should have been great rejoicing 
on the part of the apostles and brethren 
in Judea. There should have been 
some such exclamation as, “Praise God 
someone has at last obeyed the commis- 
sion given us by the Lord to carry the 
Gospel to the nations!” 

The verses that follow reveal the sad 
fact that the brethren did not exult in 
the knowledge that the Gospel was 
spreading to “the regions beyond.” 
*The spirit in which they received the 
missionary report was the spirit of 
bigotry. One can almost hear them ex- 
claiming, “Now we have something on 
Peter, for which we are going to call 
him to task!” 

Each person should ask himself this 
important question, How do I react to 
reports which cut across the grain of 
my prejudices? 

“The doctrine which, from the very 
first origin of religious dissensions, has 
been held by bigots of all sects, when 
condensed into a few. words and strip- 
ped of rhetorical disguise, is simply this: 
I am in the right and you are in the 
wrong. When you are the stronger, you 
ought to tolerate me, for it is your duty 
to tolerate truth; but when I am the 
stronger, I shall persecute you, for it is 
my duty to persecute error” (Macaulay). 


“ .. they ... contended with him” 
(Acts 11:2).—The wise man said, “Only 
by, pride cometh contention...” And 
again, “A brother offended is harder to 
be won than a strong city: and their 
contentions are like the bars of a castle” 
(Prov. 13:10; 18:19). Now, Christianity 
was in grave danger of degenerating 
into a mere sect of the Jews. How was 
Peter going to react to their contentions? 

It is praiseworthy, that he «patiently 
“rehearsed the matter from the begin- 
ning, and expounded it by order unto 
them.” 

An explanation of an entire matter 
from beginning to end should be suffi- 
cient as well as satisfactory to all con- 
tenders. We rejoice it was so in this 
instance. When Peter concluded his 
narration of the event, “they held their 
peace, and glorified God, saying, Then 
hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life” (v. 18). 

This incident effectually explodes the 
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theory of the “Primacy of Peter.” The 
early church felt they had the right to 
call the Apostle Peter to account for his 
words and actions. And Peter did not 
turn away from them, saying, “By rea- 
son of my superiority I refuse to be ex- 
amined by you!” 

Would the cardinals and bishops dare 
to call the pontiff to account today? And 
if they did, would he humbly and pa- 
tiently submit? 


“..I1 saw a vision .. . it came even 
to me” (Acts 11:5).—These words al- 
ways cause me to recall a dear preacher 
who loved to preach on this incident. 
He would press both hands to his bosom 
and smilingly exclaim: “It came even 
to me!” Then he would ask, in sub- 
stance, “Has the Scriptural vision ever 

me to you? That vision of Christian- 

y, or the Church, or the present system 
of Grace—whatever you wish to regard 
as the vessel which was like a great 
knitted sheet—do you see it filled with 
persons cleansed by the Saviour, who 
formerly were common and unclean?” 

The person who has that vision is sat- 
isfied, as our memory text states, that 
“God is no respecter of persons.” Any- 
one may be cleansed by the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, regard- 
less of race, color, or social standing. 

I have read that when John Dillinger, 
the most notorious criminal of the 30’s, 
was a boy in his early teens, he was 
taken to court for some minor charge. 
He was released on probation and went 
back to his parents and started attend- 
ing Sunday school in his village. How- 
ever, some of the parents of boys in the 
school heard that a boy with a court 
record was attending; and instead of re- 
joicing that John was sitting under the 
sound of the life-giving Word of God— 
and instead of praying for his conver- 
sion—they went to his teacher and com- 
plained. They said, “If John Dillinger 
continues toyremain in your class, we 
shall withdraw our sons.” The teacher, 
not knowing what to do but anxious to 
keep the favor of the parents, foolishly 
told John what was’ happening. He 
never returned, and in less than a score 
of years later was known and killed as 
the most dangerous criminal in the 
country! 


“ .. words, whereby thou and all thy 
house shall be saved” (Acts 11:14).— 
The Lord has myriads of angels at His 
command. They are holy, celestial be- 
ings. They excel us in our present state, 
in wisdom, strength, and beauty. They 
are delegated to perform many duties; 
but they are not permitted to preach 
the Gospel in this age. The angel told 
Cornelius to “send men to Joppa, and 
call for Simon, whose surname is Peter.” 
Peter would tell him words which would 
result in salvation. 

Peter was privileged to say that which 
the angel was not permitted to mention. 
It is most interesting and profitable at 
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this point to notice that although Cor- T 
nelius was a devout man, an almsgiver, 
and a praying man, these things did not 
save him. Certain words must be be- 
lieved in order to be saved, What words? 
Peter’s message in Acts 10:34-43 should 5 
be read here. Peter uttered words re- 
garding the life, death, and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus; and said, “Whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission 
of sins.” . 
Christ, the blessed One, gives to all 
Wonderful words of life; 
Sinner, list to the loving call, 
Wonderful words of life. 
All so freely given, 
Wooing us to Heaven: 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
Wonderful words of life. 
‘ —Philip P, Bliss. 
Wawona, CALIr. 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of America’s great 
poets said this: “The best test of the 
measure of a man is in relation to great 
movements, great problems, and great 
tasks. A small man will be over- 
whelmed by them, or unconscious df , 
their presence and significance and 
therefore ineffective; but a man with red 
blood in his veins will rejoice in that 
it is his to relate himself to the great 
things God is doing in the world.” 
Simon Peter stood that test. There 
was a time when he woefully missed it; 
when challenged by a servant maid he 
“folded up” and denied his Lord in the 
court outside the trial chamber; but 
later, after the Holy Spirit had taken 
possession of Peter, he became as bold 
as a lion. He faced and defied the San- 
hedrin, the court which had condemned 
his Lord to death. Peter is both a com- 
fort and an inspiration to those of us 
who are painfully conscious of our 
weaknesses; for his life is a demonstra- 
tion of the truth that God will use— 
and mightily use—a poor sinner who 
will throw himself completely into His 
service—holding nothing back. 


The time had come when God was 
ready to begin a mighty world “move- 
ment” which would be accompanied by 
great “problems” and provide a great 
“task.” He needed a leader with cour- 
age and faith and humility to launch 
the “movement,” and out of all the 
apostles he chose Simon Peter who had 
cursed and sworn, saying, “I know him 
not,” but who had gone “out and wept 
bitterly” in deep and sincere repentance. 

Down through many generations the 
Jews, being God’s Chosen People, re- 
garded themselves as the exclusive cus- 
todians of the oracles of God. Stephen 
in his great .sermon, for which he suf- 
fered death, speaking of Moses, said, 
“This is he, that was in the church in 
the wilderness with the angel which 
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spake to him in the mount Sina, and 
with our fathers: who received the 


lively oracles to give unto us” (Acts 
7:38). And Paul to the Romans: “What 
advantage then hath the Jew? . .. Much 


every way: chiefly, because that unto 
them were committed the oracles of 
God” (3:1, 2). 

Peter was a zealous Jew and loyal to 
all the traditions of his race, but God 
spoke to him in a dramatic vision that 
day on the roof of Simon the tanner’s 
home. God showed him clearly in that 
vision that the Gospel should be 
preached to the Gentiles as well as to 
the Jews; and impulsive Peter, now filled 
with the restraining and illuminating 
presence of the Holy Spirit, humbly 
cast aside all his prejudices and re- 
sponded to the invitation of Cornelius 
the Roman centurion and baptized him 
and his household. 

It was a pivotal event in the history 
of the church, and God honored Peter 
by making him the channel of the new 
order. We who are Gentiles in the flesh 
may well rejoice that the sheet filled 
with unclean beasts was let down from 
the sky into the astonished gaze of Peter 
upon the housetop, set off the movement 
which sent the Gospel westward to in- 
clude the whole world, which included 
you and me. 

Fellows, the world has not seen the 
last of great movements, great problems, 
and great tasks. They will continue to 
come to the end of time, and God is 
still looking for men with red blood in 
their veins to appoint to His great as- 
signments. If you’ve got what it takes 
—a brave heart and a surrendered will 
—you, too, may have the privilege of 
hearing the Master say, “Well done, 
"good and faithful servant.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Pd 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we have the story of “Shirley 

and Her Black Kid Gloves” from the 
book, “The Wrong Road.” I first heard 
this story when I was a little girl, and 
was so interested in it that I never for- 
got it. When Tue Sunpay ScHoo., Times 
published it later, they received a let- 
ter telling of a ten-year-old boy who 
was saved through reading it! As Rose 
tells this story, see if you can tell why 
it’s a good one to tell to unsaved chil- 
dren. (Because it teaches that “all have 
sinned.”) Yes, many boys and girls 
think they are good, like Shirley did 
before she knew her face was black. 
Let us learn the verse that Shirley 
learned, “All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
Now, see if you can answer the first 
five questions on the “Sin” card with- 
out looking at it. That was good. Next 
Sunday’s story ‘is “The Wrong Road.” 
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Who will take it? Thank you, Joanie. 

Last Sunday we learned that Saul of 
Tarsus, aS soon as he was converted, 
started to preach that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Son of God. He preached in 
Damascus until] the Jews were so angry 
that they had soldiers watching out- 
side the city gates day and night to kill 
him. Then the Christians of Damascus 
took him by night and let him down 
over the wall in a basket. This was 
probably the most undignified experi- 
ence Saul of Tarsus had ever had since 
he was a baby. It would have been hard 
for him to bear in his unconverted state, 
but now he was transformed and didn't 
mind anything if it was for Christ’s sake. 
After he escaped from Damascus, he 
went to Jerusalem and preached there 
till his enemies got so fierce that the 
Christians urged him to go back to Tar- 
sus, his home town, for a time. 


After Paul left Jerusalem, the twelve 
apostles continued preaching there and 
in nearby cities. But they preached 
only to Jews or Samaritans. Any Gen- 
tiles who got to hear them would be 
those who had already turned from their 
heathen religion and accepted Judaism. 
These were called Jewish proselytes. 
The Ethiopian, who was saved through 
Philip, seems to have been one of these. 


Now it was time for the non-Jewish 
nations to receive the Gospel message. 
Girls, this is a most important place in 
the Book of Acts for us, because: we are 
not Jews, but Gentiles. Though Saul 
of Tarsus was going to become Paul, 
the great Apostle to the Gentiles, he was 
not the one chosen to open the door of 
grace to them. Some years before, when 
the Lord Jesus was on earth, He one day 
asked His disciples, “Whom say ye that 
I am?” Peter answered, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 
then told him that he was to be given 
the “keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Turn to Matthew 16: 15-19 and let us read 
it. It is important to notice that the 
Lord Jesus did not promise Peter the 
keys of Heaven, but the “keys of the 
kingdom of heaven.” This meant that 
Peter would have the privilege of be- 
ing the first one to invite both Jews and 
Gentiles into the Kingdom. He used 
these keys for the Jews on the day of 
Pentecost, and now he is going to use 
them for the Gentiles in Acts 10. 

This event was so important that 
Heaven was actively engaged in it. Let 
us read Acts 10:1-8. This devout man, 
Cornelius, ‘was a Roman, not a Jew. 
Although he prayed to the true God, 
he does not seem to have accepted the 
Jewish religion. But God knew that 
Cornelius was ready to accept Christ as 
Saviour, as soon as he knew about Him. 
And so, in the verses we have just read, 
we find God sending an angel with a 
message to him. God did not tell the 
angel to explain the Gospel to Cornelius. 
No, the honor of witnessing for Christ 
is given only to sinners saved by grace! 
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The angel told him to send for Peter. 
Did you notice that the angel told him 
exactly where Peter was? Our where- 
abouts are always known in Heaven. 

Before Peter would be willing to go 
with the Gentile messengers to the home 
of a Roman, God had to send him a 
message. He did this through a strange 
vision. Read Acts 10:9-16. While Peter 
was wondering what this vision meant, 
Cornelius’s messengers arrived and the 
Holy Spirit told him to go with them. 
Verse 25 tells what happened when 
Peter entered this Gentile home. But 
Peter would not allow himself to be 
worshiped for a minute. The Roman 
Catholic Church claims Peter was their 
first pope! If he had been a pope, in- 
stead of pulling Cornelius to his feet 
when he attempted to worship him, he 
would have hela out his ring for him 
to kiss, as he knelt before him. 

Now let us read a little of Peter’s ser- 
mon to these Gentiles. Read verses 34, 
35, then 38-43. First of all Peter pro- 
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claimed a truth he had just learned, that 
God was willing to accept people of 
every nation. Then he told these Gen- 
tiles the very same Gospel message he 
had preached in Jerusalem, concerning 
the death and resurrection of Christ and 
the forgiveness of sins for those who 
believe. Girls, this is the only Gospel. 
Any gospel that leaves out the death 
and resurrection of Christ and the for- 
giveness of sins is not from God. And 
so Peter brought the glorious Gospel of 
the grace of God to the Gentiles! 


But when the other apostles heard 
about this, they disapproved of Peter’s 
action. Read Acts 11:1-3. When these 
others contended with Peter about what 
he had done, he did not say, “It’s none 
of your business. The Lord said, I 
should be the visible* head of the 
church.” No, the Bib'e has no record of 
Peter’s ever claiming any such leader- 
ship as the Roman Catholic Church 
claims he had. Neither does it record 
that anyone else recognized Peter as 
greater than the other apostles. Read 
Acts 11:4-18. Here Peter humbly and 
quietly answered the other apostles with 
the whole story of how he happened to 
go to Cornelius with the Gospel. When 
he had finished, all the rest of them 
were convinced that he had done right. 
And they were satisfied to have Gen- 
tiles come into the Kingdom! They glo- 
rified God, saying, “Then hath God also 
to the Gentiles granted repentance unto 
life.” I think that was very nice of them, 
don’t you? 





This quarter-we. are going to use the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “Sin,” for memory work 
(20 cents a dozen), and the accompanying 
book, “The Wrong Road” (50 cents, postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. Gun- 
derson, Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editers, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Only Christians Here.—Of a truth I 

perceive that God is no respecter of per- 
sons: but in every nation he that fear- 
eth him, and worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him (Acts 10:34, 35, 
Golden Text). John Wesley once, in a 
vision, found himself, as he thought, at 
the gates of hell. He knocked and asked 
‘who were within. “Are there any Ro- 
man Catholics here?” he asked. “Yes,” 
was the answer. “Any Church of Eng- 
land people?” and again the answer was 
“Yes.” “Are there any Presbyterians?” 
he asked. “Yes, a great many.” “Are 
there any Wesleyans here?” “Yes, we 
have some of those, too,” came the an- 
‘swer. Disappointed and dismayed, espe- 
cially by the last reply, he turned his 
step upward and at last came to the 
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gates of Heaven. Here he repeated the 
same questions. “Any Wesleyans here?” 
he: anxiously inquired. The answer was 
“No.” And as he named the’ other de- 
nominations, to his dismay, each time 
the answer was “No.” “Then whom do 
you have here?” he asked in desperation. 
“We know nothing here of any of those 
names you have mentioned,” said the 
angel. “They are all Christians here— 
born-again people. Of these we have 
a great multitude which no man can 
number, gathered out of all nations and 
kindreds and peoples and tongues.”— 
From “Illustrations for Preachers and 
Speakers,” by Keith L. Brooks. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


A Contradiction Corrected.—Not so, 
Lord (Acts 11:8). Said a young woman 
to her pastor, “I really would like to 
surrender my life ‘to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; but you know that I am an ac- 
complished pianist and have had the 
privilege of playing on the concert stage 
here in Edinburgh. I am afraid that if 
I surrender to the Lord, He will ask me 
to give this up. Then if I yield my life 
to the Lord I am afraid He will tell me 
I am needed in India as a foreign mis- 
sionary; and I do not want to go.” The 
pastor turned to the “Not so, Lord” of 
Peter. He explained that this was a 
contradiction in terms. If Christ was 
Peter’s Lord, then Peter had no right 
to say, “Not so”; and if Peter had the 
right to say, “Not so,” then Christ was 
not his Lord. The girl saw this. The 
pastor then wrote the three words on a 
piece of paper and asked her to make 
her choice. Either “not so” must be 
crossed out,.or “Lord” must be deleted. 
The pastor left the room. In a few min- 
utes he came back. The woman’s head 
was on her arm, and she was sobbing 
softly. The pastor glanced over her 
shoulder. “Not so” was crossed out.— 
From Good News Broadcaster. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


“So Common!”—But the voice an- 
swered me again from heaven, What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common (Acts 11:9). An incident that 
occurred in a former Bible class of mine 
comes to my mind. Joyce was a six- 
teen-year-old girl who had attended no 
Sunday school or place of worship. I 
was so pleased to have her in my class, 
and wanted to help her. I asked Mary, 
the president of our class, to take a spe- 
cial interest in her, but Mary said: “Oh, 
Mrs. S—, she’s so common! I don’t like 
her.” After reminding Mary that but 
for the grace of God she might have 
been in the same position as Joyce, I 
turned to go out of the room, and to my 
distress Joyce was standing by the door, 
and had heard everything we said. She 
said, “It’s true, Mrs. S—, what that girl 
said. I am ‘common.’ I might have 
known I wouldn’t fit in here.” The poor 
girl, I felt so sorry for her, but God over- 
ruled in His way. The day came when 
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any girl would have been proud to asso- 
ciate with Joyce. Knowing Christ made 
her a new creature.”—Sent by Mrs, J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Conquering Words.—Peter; who shall 
tell thee words, whereby thou and all 
thy house shall be saved (Acts 11:13, 14). 
Do you pray regularly for young mis- 
sionaries learning a new language? In 
Young Asia such an one, Betty Paeth, 
writes from the Philippines: “It is 8 a.m. 
and I am sitting at a little study table, 
one hand vigorously fanning with a big 
black fan, and the other quickly shuffling 
through vocabulary memory cards. Exam 
time is nearing, and 2,000 new vocabu- 
lary words must be firmly fixed in my 
mind. Through the great stack of cards 
I go—stuttering over some, completely 
blank on others, and happily victorious 
at others. In a sense, learning'a language 
is a conquest of words, and I am con- 
quering them one by one.”—Sent by Elis- 
abeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Remember Those Outside.—And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning (Acts 
11:15). It is interesting that the word 
“news” is made up of the first letters 
of north, east, west, and south. So the 
good news of the Gospel is sent out to 
all points of the compass, that all the 
ends of the earth may look unto Christ 
and be saved. An example of the uni- 
versality of the good news of the Gospel 
concerns a country village in England. 
A number of persons had met in a small 
place of worship to attend a meeting, 
of which wide notice had been given. 
The chapel was full to overflowing, and 
many who were anxious to hear were 
obliged to remain outside; these crowded 
around the open doors and windows, 
When in due course the spéaker began 
his address, a voice from without was 
heard, “Speak louder; we cannot hear. 
Remember those outside.” These words 
at once furnished a good motto for the 
meeting. It was indeed the very object 
for which the assembly had met to- 
gether, to “remember those outside” the 
Kingdom.—From New Century Leader. 
Sent by th® Rev. Norman Hillyer, Holly 
Park, Crouch Hill, London, Eng. Prize 
illustrqtion. ‘ 


Corroboration of Circumstances. — 
What was I, that I could withstand God? 
(Acts 11:17.) When we are on God’s 
path we may certainly count on the cor- 
roboration of outward circumstances, It 
was not enough that. Peter should hear 
a voice speaking to his heart, or see the 
sheet let down from Heaven. He must 
hear the knock of the three men, sent 
from Cornelius, as they asked for Peter 
at Simon the tanner’s house. In all de- 
cisions consider the corroboration of cir- 
cumstances.—From F. B. Meyer. Sent 
by. Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


All Need the Same ,Saviour.—Then 
hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
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repentance unto life (Acts 11:18). Preb- 
endary Wilson Carlile founded the 
Church Army, an organization inside the 
Church of England, working in the slums 
and with the poor. When King Edward 
was in his last illness, Dr. Carlile was 
invited to call on him at Buckingham 
Palace. Just before that the king had 
decorated him for his work with the 
poor and the outcast. When he entered 
the bedchamber and as he approached 
the king, His Majesty called out faintly, 
“Well, Carlile, how are your tramps?” 
Before Carlile had time to reply, the 
king continued, “Never forget, Carlile, 
that tramps and kings need the same 
Saviour.”"—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Gospel for All 
(Acts 10:9, 17-24, 34, 35) 


ID you tell someone the story of 

Saul’s coming to believe in the Lord 
Jesus? Then you proved “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ” by be- 
ing a witness. Let us say the whole 
verse. 

While Saul is in Tarsus visiting his 
family, relatives, and friends, and tell- 
ing them of the Lord Jesus (place stand- 
up figure used for Saul at Tarsus), let 
us go back and see what Peter is doing. 
(Place the figure for Peter at Jeru- 
salem.) 

There are now many Christians in 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. There is 
peace since their fiercest enemy had 
now become a Christian. Peter was 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 348) 

1. In the home of Simon the tanner in 
Joppa (Acts 10:5, 6). 

2. Philip the Evangelist (8:40; 21:8). 

3. The salvation of the Gentiles 
marked a crisis in the church, so a lead- 
ing apostle was involved in it to give 
it special sanction. 

4. Leviticus 11. 

5. They considered it unlawful and de- 
filing. 

6. In the light of Acts 11:14 we must 
conclude that his salvation waited for 
Peter’s message. 

7. The gift of the Holy Spirit, with 
similar accompaniments as were given 
at Pentecost (10:45, 46; 11: 15-17). 

8. “Not so, Lord” (10:14; 11:8). 

9. By the stricter Jews it was received 
with a feeling bordering on horror, so 
that they took Peter to task (11:2, 3). 

10. At the council of Jerusalem (Acts 
15:7-9). 
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traveling around to help the Christians 
in different places.,; (Move figure here 
and there on the map.) Did you read 
the story about him so carefully that 
you can tell it? Six of you may tell 
these six chapters: Sick Afneas; Dead 
Dorcas; Captain Cornelius and an Angel; 
Hungry Peter; Cornelius and Peter; The 
Holy Spirit. (Find the places on the 
map where these incidents happened, 
and have the figure for Peter moved.) 


Peter learned a brand new idea! So 
did the Christians at Jerusalem when 
he told them about it. (Move the figure 
to Jerusalem.) The Jews had always 
supposed that they were God’s favorite 
people and all foreigners were no good. 
Why, a Jew would not visit or have din- 
ner with a foreigner! (Segregation, we 
call it now!) Of course, the chance to 
be a Christian and have eternal life was 
just for Jews! What was the new idea 
that God taught Peter? This is what 
Peter said (write the Memory Verse on 
the blackboard, leaving spaces as fol- 











lows): “God is no —— of persons: but 
in every he that him, and 
worketh is with him” 


(Acts 10:34, 35). Prepare the missing 
words on strips of paper: respecter, 
nation, feareth, righteousness, accepted. 
Discuss the meaning of each word and 
the part of the sentence it completes as 
it is placed in its context. “Respecter 
of persons” may be illustrated by the 
charge common among children that 
Teacher plays favorites, has pets, is par- 
tial to some pupils, and picks on, or is 
down on others. In connection with “in 
every nation,” it would be interesting 
to have pupils name as many different 
nations and peoples as they know, per- 
haps making a list on the blackboard. 
“Feareth” may be explained as “has rev- 
erence for, worships God.” “Worketh 
righteousness” means does what is right 
or does good. No doubt, the so-called 
partiality of Teacher is really the re- 
sult of these two ideas on a human level: 
attitude and conduct! “Is accepted with 
him”—older Juniors understand what it 
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means to be eligible for a team, a prize, 
or a club. 

Do you know—God may have a new 
idea for you today! About being friends 
with someone whom you have always 


left out. Can you think who? When 
Sylvia Vaughn chased another girl down 
the street, screaming, “Wop! Dirty Wop!” 
her father made her sit down with a 
sheet of paper. “Now, I want you to 
write down every way in which you are 
different or better than that Italian gir1,” 


«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 
Send $1 for fine quality 27 x 36 inch basic outdoor 
scene. Write for Alse DVBS materials. 
new Gift ¢ Shop, 1 143 ‘ourth Avenue, N., Wiscon- 
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are ill and hungry.” 


- must struggle. 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


among the poor and bereft, youngsters in our Children’s 
Hebrew Christians, and young Hebrew converts suffering persecution for His sake. 


The need is very great. Please help us. 


“HELP US IN OUR GREAT NEED” 


From the Russian zone of Germany came this heart-rending 
appeal: “Help us in our great need. We have no money. We 


' A Hebrew Christian refugee in Italy: “Let a poor Hebrew Chris- 
> tian, who has suffered much through persecution, express his 

' warm thanks for your food parcel. 
Your gift is great.” 

A young Hebrew Christian medical student in Germany, with 
a wife and child, expressed his gratitude for timely help: 
had just 57 cents when your food parcel came. From the bottom 
of our hearts we thank you.” 


Please do pray for us and send a gift to hel 
oO 


I am 66, quite alone, and 
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our ministry 
me, a and destitute 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH 
PLEASURE TRAVEL 





To meet the wishes of many 
readers of The Sunday School 
Times, who enjoy vacations with 
Christian companionship, in pref- 
erence to traveling alone, cruises 
to Alaska have been operated 
every summer for many years by 
this magazine, in co-operation 
with the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way and Alaskan Steamship com- 
panies. 

The opportunity to visit mis- 
sion churches in communities of 
the Far North is always of inter- 
est and satisfaction to Christians 
who have contributed for years 
to the missionary programs of 
their churches. Christian Fel- 
lowship Cruises to Alaska occa- 
sionally afford such opportunities. 

Principally, however, our 
Alaskan vacation parties are for 
pleasure and good fellowship. 
Everyone has a marvelous time. 
The scenery is magnificent, com- 
fortable accommodations are pro- 
vided everywhere, a railroad 
escort will do the detail work 
with tickets, hotel bills, tips, etc. 
Guests simply rest and enjoy 
themselves. 

Our 1956 Alaskan cruise will 

be July 2 to 25. Land portions 
of the trip include Glacier Na- 
tional Park, Rainier National 
Park and leisurely stops in im- 
portant cities of the cool, ever- 
green Pacific Northwest. 
Readers and friends of The 
Sunday School Times are cor- 
dially invited to send for the free 
folder “Alaska,” addressing Mr. 
John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Ed- 
itor of The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5, Pa. Mr. Lane will accompany 
the 1956 Christian Fellowship va- 
cation party to Alaska... 
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he said. Dinnertime came, and she 
hadn’t written a /thing on the paper. 
Slowly she took it to her father. He 
smiled. “That’s a good paper. Now, 
until you can create a wonderful human 
soul, as God can, don’t presume to criti- 
cize anyone because God chose to have 
him born a member of any one of His 
nations or races. Remember this paper.” 
“And,” said Sylvia Vaughn when she 
was grown up, “I always have.” 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For ney Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ICK and Tim and Red could hardly 
wait for the first warm Friday night 
of spring. Their fathers had promised 
that the boys could go with them for an 
overnight hike when it was . warm 


enough. Finally the long anticipated 
night had come. And the boys were 
excited! They had helped pitch camp 


and they had caught the fish that their 
fathers fried for supper. Everything 
was fun. 

When it was bedtime, however, the 
boys were just a little homesick. They 
had never before slept out under the 
stars in sleeping bags. If the truth were 
known, they were wishing (only a little 
bit, of course) for their tents and cots 
that they had in their own yards. They 


, never admitted it to anyone, but each 


one was wishing that they could stay up 
all night and‘talk with their dads, rather 
than sleeping each in his own sleeping 
bag. The others were relieved when 
Red thought of one more question to 
ask: “Dad, did you ever go for an over- 
night hike when you were a boy, or 
is it something new for people to sleep 
outside at night?” 

“Oh, no, it is nothing new, son. I used 
to go with my dad. My dad used to go 
with .his dad. Ever since time began 
people have slept outside at night. 
Would you like to hear about some men 
who went on a long hike to another vil- 
lage?” Because Red’s father knew all 
about little boys, he knew exactly how 
his big-little son was feeling right that 
minute. So he was happy to tell him 
a story. And he was happier still be- 
cause he knew a Bible story that would 
help Red and the other boys. He loved 
looking down into the big eyes of the 
boys as they nestled around him, eager 
to hear the hiking story. 

“Long, long ago, when the very 
earliest Christians lived, a very strange 
thing happened. Peter, the apostle, had 
gone from place to place telling Jewish 
people about the Lord Jesus. He 
preached wonderful sermons. He ex- 
plained that the dear Son of God had 
died for the sin of the world. One day, 
right in the middle of the day while he 
was waiting for dinner to be prepared, 
Peter went up to the top of the house 
(that was the custom in those days) and 
began to pray. Suddenly a strange and 
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wonderful thing happened. God spoke 
to Peter and showed him that in the 
future, he was to preach not only to 
Jewish people but to people of other 
nations as well. Peter could not under- 
stand that. But, while he was thinking 
about it, a knock came at his gate. At 
that very moment God’s Holy Spirit 
spoke to Peter, and said, ‘I have sent 
three men to you. Do just as they say.’ 

“So Peter immediately obeyed and 
went down to the men. ‘I am the man 
you are looking for. Why have you 
come?’ he asked. 

“‘An angel spoke to our captain Cor- 
nelius, [Cornelius was a Roman, not a 
Jew.] He is a good man and does many 
good things for people. The angel said 
that you are to come and talk to Cap- 
tain Cornelius.’ 

“Peter invited the men to come in and 
stay overnight. The next morning they 
started on the long journey. I suppose 
they walked every bit of the way, for 
there were no.trains or buses or cars 
in those days, you know. Finally, that 
night, Cornelius’s three men, Peter, and 
some men who had come along with 
him, stopped. .There were no motels 
then. There were very few inns. So I 
am certain that they had to sleep right 
out under the stars, just as we are doing 
tonight. Those men had many things to 
talk about, you may be sure. God had 
spoken to Peter. God had sent His an- 
gel to speak to Cornelius. Imagine hav- 
ing an angel speak to you right in broad 
daylight! Or imagine hearing God’s mes- 
sage on a rooftop. Exciting things were 
happening. When the men sat around 
their campfire in the long ago, they had 
many interesting things to talk about, 
certainly. 

“The next morning early they con- 
tinued their journey. How happy Cap- 
tain Cornelius was to see the men ar- 
riving! He was waiting for them. He 
told Peter how God’s angel had com- 
manded him to send for Peter. ‘Tell 
us all things that God has told you to 
tell us,” he begged. 

“You can be sure that Peter explained 
exactly how they could have their sin 
forgiven. He told them how the Lord 
Jesus Christ, God’s dear Son, had died, 
taking their punishment. While he was 
speaking, many of the people who were 
gathered at the captain’s house, believed 
on the Lord Jesus. Can you guess how 
happy Peter was that he had obeyed 
God and had gone to preach God’s mes- 
sage to those people, even though they 
were not Jews?” Red’s dad concluded, 

Red was doing some serious thinking. 
He was even praying (silently, you 
know): “Dear Heavenly Father: Help 
me to tell those boys in my class who 
call me a goody-goody about Thy Son. 
I really want to obey Thee. Really, 
truly. Amen.” 

And the next week in school, Red’s 
prayer was answered! 
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On to Hawaii 
(Continued from page 345) 


prosperity. Pineapples grow wild in 
Hawaii and have. been known for hun- 
dreds of years. Since 1813, pineapples 
have been an industry in the Islands. 
Today, about 80,000 acres on the islands 
of Oahu, Maui, Molokai, Lanai, and 
Kauai are devoted to pineapples, and 
about 25,000 people are employed on the 
plantations at nine great companies. 
Production is above 25 million cases, 
valued at above $100,000,000. For each 
acre, from 15,000 to 18,000 small plants, or 
“slips” are planted. It takes from 18 to 
22 months to ripen the fruit. Included 
in the Christian Fellowship tour pro- 
gram will be a visit to a pineapple plan- 
tation, and to the model Dole cannery 
in Honolulu. Those going should start 
cultivating a taste for this delicious fruit, 
. because there will be plenty of it avail- 
able to the travelers. 

The entire program of the tour has 
been published in an illustrated folder, 
“Hawaii,” and free copies will be mailed 
to all readers of the Trmes who are in- 
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terested. Write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary, 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. Jaeger will 
be with the party during the entire tour. 

The Alaska Tour is also to be in opera- 
tion as formerly. It starts from Chicago 
July 2, returning thereto July 27. Mr. 
Lane, Associate Editor of the Times, will 
accompany this tour, and a request to 
him for the Alaska folder will bring it 
to you quickly. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Je. 


Sunday, May 13 
Friendly Family 
(Prov. 18:24; Eph. 6:1-4; 1 Kings 17:14-16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS second Sunday in May is not 
only generally observed as Mothér’s 
Day, but in some denominations has been 
designated as Christian Home Sunday. 
With that thought in mind, the topic 
chosen for our young people’s meeting 
is designed to emphasize some of the 
things that make for a “Friendly 
Family.” 
4 
In the fullest sense, true friendliness 
in the family begins with God. Family 
life is God’s plan for the human race. 
He designed man and woman for each 
other. He ordained the home that the 
two should establish should be used for 
the rearing, training, and development 
of children. He commanded that chil- 
dren be instructed in His Word and Com- 
mandments, and should be taught to love 
Him (Deut. 6:4-12). He told the Chil- 
dren of Israe] that their national and 
individual prosperity and success were 
dependent upon obedience to this com- 
mandment (Deut. 6:3), and He warned 
them against forgetting Him and His 
commandments (Deut. 6:12). All of this 
has been written down in God’s Word 
for our present-day admonition (1 Cor. 
10:11). 
ve 
In the New Testament, believing 
parents are again commanded to bring 
up their children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord (Eph, 6:4). This 
includes the setting up of the family altar 
in the home for the daily reading of the 
Word and for prayer, and instructing 
children in the home in the principles 
and teachings of.God’s Word. In Ephe- 
sians 6, parents are further admonished 
not to provoke their children to wrath, 
or, in other words, not to drive them to 
exasperation by arbitrary and unsym- 
pathetic rule. These admonitions follow 
the detailed setting forth of the true 
Christian relationship between husbands 
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and wives, found in chapter 5, and the 
marvelous analogy of the sacred and in- 
dissoluble relationship between Christ 
and the Church, made up of all believers. 
The relationship between the husband 
and wife in Christ, modeled after the 
ekample of Christ and the Church, is 
the only foundation upon which can be 
built a happy, Christian home. 


$e 


But lest we should get the mistaken 
idea that all of the responsibility rests 
upon parents in the home, we should 
note from this Scripture portion in Ephe- 
sians 6 that children also are shown to 
have a very real responsibility. in creat- 
ing a happy home. They are commanded 
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to obey parents “in the Lord,” or under 
the light and grace of the unity that 
comes by the fact that all members of 
the home belong to and are redeemed 
by Him (v. 1). This, commandment is 
supported by the fact that obedienceyis 
“right” under the fundamental laws of 
humanity and morality, and, further, the 
commandment in the Decalogue to obey 
parents is the only one there mentioned 
that carries with it a promise—the prom- 
ise of long life. Members of the Jewish 
race who sincerely are seeking to ob- 
serve the precepts of the Old Testament 
are to this very day outstanding exam- 
ples of God’s faithfulness in fulfilling 
this promise, for they are noted for the 
respect they show to parents and for 
their long years, as weil. 
bd 

Whether we be Christian parents or 
Christian children, then, our first step 
toward creating a happy, friendly home 
atmosphere is to acknowledge Christ as 
its Head, and to seek to have everyone 
in the home love Him and serve Him 
together, and to go to Him for guidance 
for every plan and problem that may 
come up. After that, we must “show 
ourselves friendly,” in the words of 
Proverbs 18:24. Happiness and friendli- 
ness in the home not only must issue 
from hearts and lives yielded to and 
centered in Christ, but a definite effort 
also must be made to accomplish such 
happiness and friendliness, It will not 
just “happen” without our attention. It 
will require sincere thoughtfulness, un- 
selfishness, and sometimes the giving up 
of time, or plans, or convenience in 
order that we may fit in with family 
plans and needs and activities. 

we 

Someone has said facetiously that 
home is the place where some members 
of the family wait until others return with 
the family car. All too often even Chris- 
tian young folk show a disposition to 
rush elsewhere than the home for recre- 
ation and good times. It is possible also, 
even for Christian young people to get 
the mistaken idea that persons outside 
the home make more desirable com- 
panions than those in their own family. 
To be sure all of us will want to have 
friends outside our immediate family 
circle, and this is reasonable and under- 
standable. But when it must be at the 
expense of neglecting those in our own 
families, then we may miss the very im- 
portant and worth-while training and 
discipline and blessing that God intended 
we should find in our Christian homes. 

Sharing games and recreations and 
outings and good times with the whole 
family, as well as sharing household 
chores and responsibilities and the fam- 
ily altar, can bring mutual blessing and 
fun and profit if we will plan for it and 
go about it in the right way. Why not 
suggest a family conference in your 
home to make such plans, and then 
prayerfully and sincerely proceed to 
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carry them out until your family wor- 
ships together, works together, and plays 
together? Your pastor can doubtless 
suggest helpful literature on the estab- 
lishment of a family altar. “The Fam- 
ily Fun Book,” by Larry and Helen 
Eisenberg (Association Press, 291 Broad- 
way, New York 7; $2.95), will be found 
a fertile source of suggestions for fam- 
ily recreations. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 7 to 13 


Mon.—Isaiah 11:1-10. 
Gentile Conversion. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “There shall be 
a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the Gen- 
tiles seek: and his rest shall be glori- 
ous.” The Lord preannounced the con- 
version of Gentiles. Israel failed Christ 
and the Gentiles, and as a result has 
been set aside “until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in” (Rom, 11:25). 
Christ is giving light to Gentiles; His 
converts are His glorious inheritance. 
The “times of the Gentiles” are coming 
to an end, and Israel’s restoration to 
God’s favor draws near. Pray for Israel. 


Tues.—Isaiah 66:15-24. 
Glory Among the Nations. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “They shall de- 
clare my glory among the Gentiles.” 
God’s program for Jews and Gentiles 
will be carried out on time, and in the 
way predicted. The Jews overlooked 
Gentiles for centuries; and the Church 
quite overlooks Jews. As Jews were a 
dim light to the Gentiles (see Luke 1:79 
with Rom. 2:19), so Christian Gentiles are 
also not a very good light to the Jews; 
but men shall yet say one to another, 
“Let us go speedily to pray before the 
Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts” 
(Zech. 8:21). The King of Glory shall 
ultimately fill the world with His glory. 
Pray for all Jewish missions, 


Wed.—Acts 10:1-8. 
The Centurion’s Vision. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He saw in a 
vision evidently about the ninth hour 
of the day an angel of God coming in 
to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.” 
Of this first Gentile convert to Christ 
and his life nothing authentic is known 
other than what we read in the Book 
of Acts. His was a dramatic conver- 
sion, but the grace of God is the same 
in every case of regeneration. All are 
saved by grace through faith, not of 
themselves; “it is the gift of God” (Eph. 
2:8). Conversion is of God, by Christ, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, 
in mercy, and is the fruit of faith. It is 


effected through the instrumentality of 
the Scriptures, the preaching of the Gos- 
pel in the power of the Spirit to the 
souls who think on their ways, and re- 
alize their lost condition before God. 
Pray for remarkable conversions in your 
church, 


Thurs.—Acts 10:25-33. Ready To Hear. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We [are] all here 
present before God, to hear all things 
that are commanded thee of God.” Here, 
in a few words, we have set before us 
an ideal congregation, hearing an ideal 
preacher, ‘delivering an ideal message. 
Look at 2 Timothy 3:16, and see the 
words of God required by Christian con- 
gregations. Note also in 2 Timothy 3:17 
and in Colossians 1:28 the holy objective 
to be reached in this fourfold ministry 
of the Word. Pray that preachers may 
measure up to this Gospel standard. 


Fri—Romans 11:11-15. 
Apostle to the Gentiles. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am the apostle 
of the Gentiles.” Paul was sent by 
Christ as His special messenger to 
churches of the Gentiles. He was called 
of Christ to preach Christ’s Gospel to 
Gentiles, as Peter was to preach it to the 
Jews. Paul, therefore, preached “among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ” (Eph. 3:8). All who do not live 
in and practice Pauline truth make an 
appalling failure of ministries for the 
Lord (1 Cor. 14:37). Pray for all evan- 
gelical theological schools. 


Sat.—Ephesians 2:11-22. 
A New Man in Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One new man.” 
The “old man,” possessed of Adam’s sin- 
ful nature, must become new in order 
to enter into the Kingdom of God. As 
the Lord says: “Ye must be born 
again.” All are “dead in trespasses and 
sins,” and to enter Heaven must be made 
alive spiritually. “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new” (2 Cor, 5:17). All without 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus are 
without God and without hope in this 


world. Is Christ living in you by the 
Spirit? Are you alive unto God, a “new 
man” in Christ Jesus? Pray for the 


Sunday school movement. 


Sun.—Acts 10:34-48, 
The Gospel Is for All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He com- 
manded us to preach unto the people.” 
Christ tells what and how to preach, 
and what results must be obtained. 
All people are precious to God. “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). Christ 
appeared in this world to purchase 
our salvation with His blood, and to 
see that His Gospel is preached to 
every human being. Do not over- 
look your divine commission. Pray 
for the missionaries in difficult fields. 
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